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ABSTRACT

Resistance tourism, as a new form of tourism, focuses on visiting sites
that symbolize a nation's resistance and resilience against aggression.
This research examines the indicators of resistance tourism and its
impact on the development of urban tourism in Kerman. The research
method is applied in terms of purpose and uses a mixed approach.
Quantitative data were collected through a 5-point Likert scale
questionnaire from 384 citizens over the age of 18 in Kerman, analyzed
using One-Sample T-Test and ANOVA statistical tests in SPSS
software. Qualitative data were gathered through semi-structured
interviews with ten experts in tourism, urban planning, and cultural
studies.

The findings indicated that in the One-Sample T-Test, all indicators,
except for “infrastructure adequacy,” had mean scores above 3. The
indicator "preservation of national identity" had a mean of 14/4 and a t-
value of 22/19 with a significance level of Sig=0/000. The indicator
"promotion of values" had a mean of 41/4 and a t-value of 32/82, while
the indicator "economic and social impacts” had a mean of 28/4 and a t-
value of 29/21, all at a significance level of 000/0. In contrast, the
indicator "infrastructure adequacy” had a mean of 78/2, a t-value of
12/05, and Sig=0/001, indicating a score below the average on the scale.
Additionally, the ANOVA test results showed no significant differences
between educational groups regarding attitudes towards resistance
tourism. Interviews with experts emphasized that resistance tourism is
not only an economic opportunity but also a cultural movement that can
play a key role in urban development and local identity preservation.
The results suggest that the development of resistance tourism in
Kerman can contribute to the preservation and strengthening of national
identity, the creation of job opportunities, and the attraction of both
domestic and international tourists.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Tourism has long been a significant socio-cultural and economic phenomenon, evolving with

societal changes and technological advancements. In recent decades, it has transformed into a
major global industry, with urban tourism emerging as one of the most dynamic forms due to its
rich historical, cultural, and social attractions. While religious and heritage tourism have
traditionally played dominant roles in attracting visitors, a new concept known as "Resistance
Tourism" has emerged globally. This form of tourism focuses on visiting sites that symbolize a
nation’s history of resistance against oppression, tyranny, and injustice. These places not only
preserve cultural memory but also serve as tools for strengthening national identity, promoting
social cohesion, and transmitting historical values to future generations.

Iran, with its deep-rooted historical and cultural background, holds considerable potential for
developing resistance tourism. The city of Kerman, with its rich historical context and the
symbolic presence of the mausoleum of Haj Qasem Soleimani, stands out as a promising hub
for this type of tourism. This study aims to investigate the components of resistance tourism and
evaluate its role in advancing urban tourism development in Kerman, with particular emphasis
on the significance of Haj Qasem Soleimani's mausoleum as a tourist attraction and a symbol of
resistance culture.

The research addresses the following key questions:

- What are the main components of resistance tourism?

- How does resistance tourism contribute to the development of urban tourism in Kerman?

- What is the role of Haj Qasem Soleimani's mausoleum in promoting resistance tourism?

Methodology

This study adopts an applied and descriptive-analytical approach, combining both quantitative
and qualitative methods to comprehensively examine the topic. The quantitative data were
collected through a structured five-point Likert-scale questionnaire distributed among 384
citizens of Kerman, selected using Cochran’s formula. The questionnaire focused on assessing
public perception regarding the impact of resistance tourism on national identity, cultural
preservation, social capital, and economic development. Data were analyzed using one-sample
t-test and one-way ANOVA techniques in SPSS software.

In addition, qualitative data were gathered through semi-structured interviews with 10 experts
from the fields of tourism management, urban planning, and cultural studies, aimed at enriching
the findings and gaining deeper insights into the concept and implications of resistance tourism.

The reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed by calculating Cronbach's alpha (a = 0/88),
indicating high internal consistency. The validity of the instrument was also assessed through
expert review and content analysis.

Results and Discussion

The results revealed that resistance tourism has strong potential to enhance urban tourism
development in Kerman. A majority of respondents (73/7%) acknowledged its positive impact
on preserving national and cultural identity, while 68/7% emphasized its role in strengthening a
sense of belonging to historical and cultural roots. Moreover, 64/3% of participants believed
that resistance tourism contributes to the promotion of resistance values within local
communities.

However, the study identified insufficient tourism infrastructure as a critical challenge, with
only 43/2% of respondents considering existing facilities adequate. This highlights the urgent
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need for investment in tourism infrastructure and service development around resistance-related
sites, particularly near the Haj Qasem Soleimani shrine.

Furthermore, statistical analyses indicated that all indicators related to the perceived benefits of
resistance tourism had a mean score higher than 3 on the Likert scale, except for the
"sufficiency of infrastructure™ indicator, which scored below average. For instance:

- The "preservation of national identity" indicator received a mean score of 4/14, with a t-
statistic of 22/19 (Sig=0/000).

- The "promotion of values" scored a mean of 4/41 (t=32.82), and

- The "economic and social impacts" scored a mean of 4/28 (t=29/21), both statistically
significant at p<0/001. The ANOVA test showed no significant differences between educational
groups in terms of general attitudes toward resistance tourism. However, respondents with
higher education levels demonstrated greater awareness and more positive perceptions of its
benefits. Qualitative findings from expert interviews reinforced the idea that resistance tourism
is not merely an economic opportunity but also a cultural and identity-building movement that
can play a pivotal role in urban development and local identity preservation. Experts
emphasized that the mausoleum of Haj Qasem Soleimani, as a symbolic site, could become the
central axis of resistance tourism in Kerman, provided that necessary infrastructural and
managerial improvements are made.

Conclusion

Resistance tourism represents a promising avenue for the development of urban tourism in
Kerman. The city's rich historical background and the symbolic power of the Haj Qasem
Soleimani shrine offer a unique opportunity to attract both domestic and international tourists.
However, realizing this potential requires substantial improvements in tourism infrastructure,
targeted marketing strategies, and educational programs to raise awareness especially among
less-educated populations. By addressing these challenges, Kerman can emerge as a leading
destination for resistance tourism in lIran, contributing to both cultural preservation and
economic revitalization. The study also recommends further exploration of other historical and
symbolic sites across Iran to assess their potential for supporting resistance tourism.
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