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ABSTRACT

Today, one of the main reasons for population decline in rural areas is
the lack of economic opportunities and employment. To reduce the
negative consequences of this issue, tourism can be a source of socio-
economic development based on dams in these rural areas.Therefore,
the purpose of the present study is to analyze the role of tourism in the
Doroudzan Dam in sustainable rural development: examining the
effective factors and challenges ahead. The nature of this research is
applied; its implementation method is descriptive-analytical; and its
type is survey. 150 people were selected as the sample size using the
Cochran formula and were studied and measured in the form of a
questionnaire. Data analysis was performed using non-parametric tests,
Friedman, Mann-Whitney, Kruskal-Wallis. The results of the study
showed that from the perspective of the host community, the permanent
Kor River with a rank average of (4.67) is one of the most important
factors attracting tourism in the region, while the lack of welfare and
service infrastructure (4.20) are considered serious obstacles to tourism.
Using the Mann-Whitney test, the comparison of the rural districts of
Khorram Makan and South Kamfiroz showed that these two regions are
almost equal in terms of natural attractions. According to the test results,
there is a significant difference of 0.005 between the two rural districts
of Khorram Makan and Kamfirooz only between the variable of lack of
familiarity of people with the advantages and benefits of tourist
acceptance and tourism development. However, no significant
difference was observed between the two groups in the other variables
used. Regarding the impact of dam tourism on economic development,
with the Kruskal-Wallis test, the village of Khajeh was the most

affected and was able to affect the economic development of the village.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
In recent years, migration from villages to cities has become one of the serious challenges in the

national development process, the cause of which can be traced to various factors such as
reduced job opportunities, falling income levels of villagers, lack of welfare and service
infrastructure, and changing economic patterns. Therefore, exploiting tourism capacities has
been proposed as one of the important solutions to reduce the negative effects of this migration.
Considering the natural resources and facilities available around the Duroodzan Dam, this area
can become an important tourism hub to attract domestic and foreign travelers. Therefore, the
present study was conducted with the aim of analyzing the role of Duroodzan Dam tourism in
sustainable rural development: examining the effective factors and challenges ahead.

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical and survey in terms of
methodology. The statistical population included residents of villages around the Doroudzan
Dam, and a standard questionnaire was used to collect data, the validity and reliability of which
were confirmed. Sampling was done by simple random method using the Cochran formula, and
finally 150 people were selected as a statistical sample. The data collection tool was a
questionnaire that was used to measure various variables, including tourism capacities, its
economic and social effects on villages, and people's opinions. Nonparametric statistical tests
such as Friedman, Mann-Whitney, and Kruskal-Wallis were used to analyze the data.

Results and discussion

Data analysis was performed using nonparametric tests, Friedman, Mann-Whitney, Kruskal-
Wallis. The results of the study showed that from the perspective of the host community, the
permanent river of Kur with a rank average of (4.67) is one of the most important factors
attracting tourism in the region, while the lack of welfare and service infrastructure (4.20) is
considered a serious obstacle to tourism. Using the Mann-Whitney test, a comparison of the
rural districts of Khorram Makan and South Kamfiroz showed that these two regions are almost
at the same level in terms of natural attractions. According to the test results, there is a
significant difference between the two rural districts of Khorram Makan and Kamfirooz only
between the variable of lack of familiarity of people with the advantages and benefits of
accepting tourists and developing tourism at a rate of 0.005. However, no significant difference
was observed between the two groups in the other variables used. Regarding the impact of dam
tourism on economic development, with the Kruskal-Wallis test, the village of Khajeh was the
most affected and was able to affect the economic development of the village. In other words,
data analysis shows that the Durudzan Dam, given its geographical location, beautiful natural
landscapes, and potential for creating tourism activities such as fishing, boating, and water
recreation, can play a key role in strengthening the rural economy. This can help improve the
livelihoods of villagers and reduce their dependence on agriculture, especially in areas facing
economic and social problems. Also, the development of tourism activities in this area can
promote the prosperity of ancillary industries such as handicrafts and local products. However,
despite these capacities, the lack of appropriate infrastructure for tourism, including suitable
accommodations, welfare services, transportation facilities, and other facilities related to
tourists, is one of the main obstacles to realizing the tourism potential of this area. In addition,
training and empowering local communities in various fields of tourism such as tourist
guidance, hospitality services, and natural resource management can help improve the quality of
tourists' experience and increase their satisfaction.
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Conclusion

The results of this study show that the development of tourism around the Durudzan Dam can
be an effective solution to improve the economic and social conditions of the surrounding
villages and prevent the migration of villagers to the cities. This dam has the potential to attract
domestic and foreign tourists and can become a successful model for sustainable rural
development. The Durudzan Dam, as one of the important water and natural resources of Fars
Province, can play an effective role in creating job and economic opportunities in the region by
using its capacities. This study emphasizes the need for more coherent planning for the
development of tourism in this region. Also, educating local communities and strengthening
tourism infrastructure are among the necessary measures for the optimal use of these resources.
Developing tourist accommodations, improving transportation and welfare services, supporting
local businesses, and introducing tourist attractions more widely are among the measures that
can help achieve these goals. Finally, the results of this study show that the development of
tourism around dams such as the Doroudzan Dam requires cooperation and interaction between
government institutions, the private sector, and local communities in order to effectively achieve
sustainable development goals.

Keywords:Rural development, Sustainable tourism, Doroudzan dam, Kamfirooz County.
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