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ABSTRACT

The development of third generation tourism is part of an overall shift towards
the development of attractive places for people to live, work and visit, which
encourages the growing alternative to the development of the creative tourism
industry, so creative tourism allows tourists skills and Develop their creative
talents through contact with local people and their culture. Based on the
importance of the subject of the present study, it is an applied-developmental
research with the aim of examining the potentials of creative tourism in Zanjan
with the field research method, questionnaire and library method. Also, for data
analysis, a number of key tourist attractions were purposefully selected.
Features that have increased or decreased the use of tourism facilities, were
collected by survey and through a questionnaire and objective observation.

14 May 2025 Finally, the data obtained from the questionnaire were analyzed by SPSS,

Accepted: SWOT and AHP. The results showed that in the social index of traditional

21 May 2025 market variables weighing 0.528, in the economic index of creating dynamic
and creative fields with a weight of 0.220, in the physical index the experience
of producing handicrafts and selling related products weighing 0.292, and the
experience of cooking food by tourists and Holding food and food festivals

np: 20-39 with a weight of 0.181 were recognized as the most important effective criteria
in creating tourism creativity and development of this industry in Zanjan city.
The final score is the title of the most important effective criteria in creating
tourism creativity. In the end, using the superior components of creativity in
Zanjan, a proposed plan and design has been presented.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Third-generation tourism development is part of an overall shift towards developing attractive
places for people to live, work and visit, which has led to a growing connection to the creative
tourism industry. In the meantime, many specific cities and regions in recent years have
introduced themselves as "creative" . This is why many cities are arguing that their cities are
looking for quick ways to differentiate themselves in the global economy and are increasingly
turning to creative industries. As urban planning and its symbolic events are currently one of the
most important cultural converters that are used to rebuild urban identity, increase vitality and
attract creative people and tourists .
Creative tourism can be considered the third generation of tourism, this type of tourism is
introduced after coastal tourism and cultural tourism and includes participatory interaction
between visitors and place, promoting participation and development of the environment,
understanding the depth of structures and cultural relations of the host environment and
interaction. It is positive and serious with the environment.

Methodology

The method of this research is descriptive-analytical in nature and development-applied in terms
of purpose. In the research process, after collecting and presenting valid and scientific
information by library and field methods, resources have been analyzed and evaluated. After
collecting information, a number of key tourist attractions were purposefully selected. Features
that have increased or decreased the use of tourism facilities, by survey, by preparing a
questionnaire and analyzing it by software SPSS software, interview, weaknesses, strengths,
opportunities and threats were recorded and reviewed in the SWOT table. Then, by collecting
questionnaire information from the statistical population to calculate the weight of the layers by
AHP hierarchical analysis method by Expert choice software, effective criteria in creative
tourism in Zanjan are scored and ranked. Finally, according to the shortcomings and Scope
potentials, research objectives and benchmarking criteria; Proposed strategies and programs are
presented and finally the proposed plan is presented.

Results and discussion

Urban tourism: Urban tourism is a term that describes various tourism activities in which the
city is the main destination and location. The city can offer a variety of products and services
that become objects needed by people in the tourist market. The product, which city offers to
tourists, can be anything material or immaterial, ie a specific place, a specific place (museum,
cultural, religious, entertainment), municipal services or even a specific city development
(transportation, building, Architecture). There are many examples of urban tourism products in
the literature, such as sports venues and festivals, events that have been created to attract
international and domestic tourists. Urban tourism is one of the most important motivations for
travelers. Different forms of tourist activities are concentrated in cities.

Creativity and tourism: One of the main problems of creativity is its definition. "It is difficult to
provide a standard definition of creativity, and perhaps worse, it has been recognized by creative
researchers themselves". There are two schools of thought about creativity: one focuses on the
individual and the other on the social environment. The Oxford Dictionary defines creativity as

"the use of imagination or original ideas to create something; innovative".

Creativity is a desirable and ideal trait for people. Creativity in short collections is often seen as
a sign of mental health and emotional health

Zanjan is one of the most important cities in Iran, which is located in the central region of
northwestern Iran and in terms of communication due to its location on the transit axis, is the
connection point of the center with the west and northwest of Iran. Zanjan is located at 35
degrees, 25 minutes to 37 degrees, 15 minutes north latitude, and 47 degrees, 1 minute to 49
degrees and 52 minutes east latitude, which is 319 km away from the capital (Tehran).

In the present study, 383 people were selected based on Cochran's formula. Due to the
unfavorable conditions of Corona, it has been reduced to 150 people, of which 125 are citizens


http://gtp.khu.ac.ir/article-1-44-en.html

[ Downloaded from gtp.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-23 ]

The Journal of Geography and Tourism Planning, 2025, Volume 1, Number 2

and 25 are city officials and experts in the field of urban planning and tourism.

The sample size for the statistical population of Zanjan city was selected based on the current
population using the Cochran's formula of 383 people.

According to the table below, it can be said that 42.4% of the respondents are male citizens and
57.6% are female, and from the experts, 68% of the total respondents are male and 32% are
female.

Among professionals, of the total respondents, zero percent of respondents under 20 years; 24
percent between 21 and 30 years; 36% between 31-40 years; 32% are between 50-41 years old
and 8% are over 50 years old.

Social variables: According to the descriptive findings obtained in relation to the indicators of
social satisfaction of the respondent citizens in the study area, the highest frequency of
respondents to the option is very high and high, and thus can be inferred The highest percentage
related to the public participation variable with more than 70% of the very high option is more
satisfied and the lowest is related to the virtual network index with 35.2%.

The total value of this index is 0.055. Among the 3 variables studied in this factor, the
traditional market variable with a weight of 0.528 was recognized as the most important
effective criterion in creating tourism creativity and development of this industry in Zanjan.

Conclusion

The results showed that in the social index of traditional market variables weighing 0.528, in the
economic index of creating dynamic and creative fields with a weight of 0.220, in the physical
index the experience of producing handicrafts and selling related products weighing 0.292, and
the experience of cooking food by tourists and Holding food and food festivals with a weight of
0.181 were recognized as the most important effective criteria in creating tourism creativity and
development of this industry in Zanjan city. The final score is the title of the most important
effective criteria in creating tourism creativity. In the end, using the superior components of
creativity in Zanjan, a proposed plan and design has been presented.
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